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left alive who could speak it. One day he was sitting on the
bank of a river. The air was pleasantly cool AH kinds of
birds were singing in the trees. Suddenly he heard a parrot
making strange sounds. It was talking the language which
Humboldt had been unable to hoar from human lips. It was
a very old parrot which had picked up the dialect from the
last man to speak it. . . ."
With Hanslick, whose brilliant literary gift Count Blilow
incidentally praised highly, he thought we had lost the last
man who was directly opposed to Wagner's music. Anyone
who wished to hear Richard Wagner disparaged would hence-
forward have to listen to the parrot who had picked up
Hanslick's last words. . . .
Countess Billow takes an active part in all conversations*
She knows some delightful stories and her listeners respond to
her gay and vivid personality.   She reads a great deal, here by
the North Sea more than in Berlin.  Adolf Wilbrandt, an old
friend of the house who was here some little time ago,,
recommended a course of reading to her.   She seems to
know Schopenhauer better than the average person of
culture, and her knowledge extends beyond his principal
work, Die Welt als Wilk und Vorstellung.   Her choice of
. books, however, does not fail to reflect the fact that she is
now the wife of the German Imperial Chancellor and Prussian
Minister-president.
Countess Biilow told us that she had just been reading
about Friedrich Wilhelm's relations with his son, the Crown
Prince and later Frederick the Great.   The way the father
treated his son had horrified her.  And she told us something
of the sufferings the Crown Prince had had to endure at
Kustrin.  The Chancellor said he admitted he would not have
liked to be the son of Friedrich Wilhelm.  On the other hand,
however, he was by no means ready to agree that a monarch
should be judged solely by his human qualities.   It was
possible to be a splendid fellow and a bad ruler, and, on the
other hand, to be an unpleasant man and an excellent monarch.
Friedrich Wilhelm must be given a high place as a ruler from
the standpoint of the Prussian State.   He had sympathy with
the peasant class.  And the Chancellor quoted many examples
of the King's solicitude for the small man, the farm-labourer
and the workman, and of how he did not hesitate to thrash